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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating dispersion for pharmaceutical 
formuJations, wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water and in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent te-fefffl- a substantially uncrosslinkcd copolymer , and 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 

wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 



- a polymerizable surfactant in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight, and 
wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in 
the sum of the monomer weights. 

4. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating dispersion for pharmaceutical formulations, 



- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water and in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent to form a substantially uncrosslinked copol ymer, and 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 

wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 

- ethyl acrylate in the range 40 to 80 % by weight, 

• methyl methacrylate in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a monomer of the formula T and in the range 0.01 to ° % by weight: 
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- acrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

- methacrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 



wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 
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wherein m is an integer from 1-55, 
Rl is hydrogen or methyl, and 

R2 is hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 

wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the sum 
of the monomer weights. 

5. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating dispersion for pharmaceutical formulations, 
wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water and in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent to form u substan tially uncrosslinkcd copolymer , and 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 

wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 

- acrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

- methacrylic acid, or an ester thereof in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a polymerizable surfactant in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight, and 

wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the sum 
of the monomer weights, and the emulsifying agent is an emulsifier with a molecular weight 
lower than 15 kD. 

6. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating dispersion for pharmaceutical formulations, 
wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent to form a substantially uncrosslink e d copolym e r , and 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 
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- ethyl acrylate in the range 40 to 80 % by weight, 

- methyl methacrylate in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a monomer of the formula I and in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight: 




wherein m is an integer from 1-55, 
RI is hydrogen or methyl, and 

R2 is hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and 

Wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the sum 
of the monomer weights, and the emulsifying agent is an emulsifier with a molecular weight 
lower than 15 kD, 

7, (Currently amended) The [An) aqueous film coating dispersion according to claim 3 for 
pharma c e utical formulatio ns, wherein the aqueous film coating disp e rsion is prepared by 
pol ym e rizing a m ix-to e of monomers in the presence of wator to form a substantially 
uncrosslink ed copolymer, and wherein th e mixture of monom e rs c on sis ts -ofr 

acrylic acid or an ester th e reof in tho range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

m e thacrylic acid or an -e st e r th e reof in th e-range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

—a emulsifying agent is the polymerizable surfactant which acts as an emulsifier 
during the polymerization reaction in- fli e rang e 0 01 to 0 % bv weight and 
wher e in th e percentag es r e f e r to the percentage amount by weight of e ach monomer in the sum 
of the monomer weights , 

8. (Currently amended) The [An] aqueous film coating dispersion according to claim 4 £er 
pharmaceutical formulations , wherein the emulsifying agent is the monomer of the formula f 
which acts as a emulsifier during the polymerization reaction aqu e ous film coating is 
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pr e pared by polymerizing a mixture o f monomers to form a- 




jsl inked 



copolymer, and w he r e in th e mixture of monom e rs consists ofe 

— — e thyl acrylato in th e rang e 4 0 to 80 % by w e ight; 

■ methyl mcth ae rylat e in the rang e 20 to 60 % by weig ht-ami 

- a monomer of the formula 1 and in - th e range 0 01 to 9 % by -Aveighfe 



H 2 c 




m 



R2 



wherein: 




Rl is hydrogen - or m e thyl; and 

R5 4 s hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and 

wherein th e percentage s refer to the percentage umuunt by we ig hl of each monomer in the sum 



9. (Previously presented) A pharmaceutical film for coating a pharmaceutical dosage form, 
wherein the film is prepared by applying the aqueous film coating dispersion according to any 
one of claims 3 to 8 to the surface of the dosage form and removing water from the aqueous film 
coating dispersion to obtain the film. 

10. (Original) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising: 

a) a pharmaceutical core comprising a pharmacologically active ingredient; and 

b) a film coating comprising a film according to claim 9. 
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1 1. (Original) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising a pharmacologically active ingredient 
which is provided in a plurality of beads wherein each of the beads is coated with a film 
according to claim 9. 

12. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 10 or claim 1 1, wherein the 
formulation is a controlled release formulation, 

13. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 10 or 1 1, wherein the 
pharmacologically active ingredient has activity in the treatment of cardiovascular or 
gastrointestinal diseases. 

14. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 13, wherein the 
pharmacologically active ingredient is a beta-blocking adrenergic agent 

15. (Previously presented) The fonnulation according to claim 14 in which the 
pharmacologically active ingredient is metoprolol or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof 

16. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 15, wherein the metoprolol salt 
is the tartrate, succinate, fumarate or benzoate salt. 

Claims 17-26 (Canceled) 

27. (Currently amended) The aqueous film coating polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 
or 8 , wherein m is an integer from 2-55 in the monomer of formula I. 

28. (Currently amended) The aqueous film coating pol ymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 
or 8, wherein m is 4, Rl is hydrogen and R2 has 1 3 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula 1. 

29. (Currently amended) The aqueous film coating polymor dispersion according to claim 4, 6 
or 8, wherein m is 10, R1 is hydrogen and R2 has 1 1 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula I. 
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30. (CuiTently amended) The aqueous film coating eeivraeF dispersion according to claim 4. 6 
or 8, wherein m is 25, Rl is hydrogen and R2 has 1 8 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula I. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The aqueous film coating polym e r dispersion according to claim 4, 6 
or 8, wherein m is 1, R I is methyl and R2 is hydrogen in the monomer of formula I. 

32. (Currently amended) The aqueous film coating polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 
or 8, wherein m is 9, Rl is methyl and R2 is hydrogen in the monomer of formula I. 
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